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(57) Abstract: A fuel cell compression assembly pro- 
vides a method for applying and retaining compression 
to a fuel cell stack through the use of a fixed carriage 
into which the cells can be built directly. The assembly 
comprises: a carriage unit having ait least two opposing 
side walls maintained in spaced relation by a base mem- 
ber extending therebetween at a lower position on the 
sides, the opposing side walls and base member thereby 
detlning a cradle for receiving fuel cell plates, the op- 
posing side walls each including at least one engage- 
ment member on internal face for engaging with a top 
closure member forming the lop of the carriage unit. 
The closure member is adapted to close the carriage 
unit and apply pressure to the plates therein, by auto- 
matic locking engagement with the cradle when the clo- 
sure member is brought into position with the cradle in 
a first direction substantially orthogonal to the plane of 
the plates. 
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